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Construction in or Near Water: How Do You Rate? 

Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

PERMITS & REGULATIONS 

1. Knowledge and Planning begins the year No planning involved and an *Permit required but not • understanding of before work is to begin. immediate start expected. obtained. 
application process 

Check with local municipality 
and provincial and federal 
authorities regarding permit 
requirements. 

PREPARING A SITE PLAN 

2. Knowledge of shore and Thorough knowledge of all Identification of sensitive General idea of natural No knowledge of natural or • underwater features of natural features, including natural areas. features. sensitive features. 
the site history of water levels. 

Knowledge of effect of Construction done in a Aware of potential impacts, Aware of potential impact but No knowledge of how • work on natural manner that has the least some precautions taken into construction goes ahead. Few construction will affect 
features impact on sensitive and consideration. Construction is precautions taken. sensitive and important 

important aquatic features, of primary concern. aquatic features and no 
and accounts tor water level attempt is made to minimize 
fluctuations. impacts. 

3. Plan for access to Minimal path clearing and/or Minimal path clearing with Multiple pathways planned No fixed path and machines • water vegetation removal planned bridges over sensitive natural with considerable under and people move around 
and stairs or bridges used in features. brushing and vegetation damaging large patches of 
steep areas. Sensitive natural removal. No avoidance of natural areas. 
features avoided. natural features. 

*These conditions may violate provincial legislation or municipal bylaws. 
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Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

PREPARING A SITE PLAN 

4. Plan for effects of Thorough knowledge of Good knowledge of wind Some knowledge of prevailing No knowledge of winds or • storms direction and expected strength and direction. winds. storm directions/strength. 
strength of prevailing winds 
and seasonal storms. Dock planned without 

consideration of winds. 
Dock and other structures 
planned and constructed 
accordingly. 

5. Avoiding important Docks, boathouses, and other Docks, boathouses, and other Docks are located in wetland No concern for underwater • habitats structures are located well structures are located outside features and over underwater habitat in the placement of 
away from wetland features of wetland features and away cobble or boulder areas, but docks and boathouses. 
and away from large from large underwater cobble boathouses are located 
underwater cobble or boulder or boulder areas but with little outside these areas. 
areas. buttering provided. 

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

6. Assessing and building The size of docks and Large extensive docks and • what you need boathouses are minimized to boathouse constructed; docks 
reduce environmental and used as large recreational 
visual impact. areas. 

7. Using environmentally Docks are constructed with a Docks are constructed with a Docks are constructed with a • friendly designs minimal footprint size and small footprint size or floating large footprint on the bottom 
some light is able to tilter docks with anchors are used. and wide decks so that no 
through to the water below. Minimal light tilters through. light filtration can occur under 

docks. 
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Topic 

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

8. Materials used 

Best 4 
Environmentally friendly 
materials (e.g. FSC wood) are 
used tor all aspects of 
construction that will not 
leach chemicals into the 
environment. Styrofoam 
blocks are not used to float 
the dock. 

Good 3 
Those components of the 
dock/boathouse which are 
exposed to water are non­
polluting and non-toxic. 
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Fair2 Poor 1 
Docks are constructed with 
materials that are potentially 
toxic to the environment. 

Your 
Rating 
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Action Plan Worksheet #3 

Construction in or Near Water 
Any ratings of 1 or 2 indicate areas where your property management needs to be changed to reduce the potential for environmental damage and water 
contamination. Use the information from the worksheet and the resource list to help analyze your potential problems and decide what you can do to solve or 
control them. Remember, this is YOUR action plan. It must suit you and your property. 

Topic Number Workshop Theme My Rating Short-term Action Long-term Action 
3 Plan for access to 2 Identify where paths can be consolidated or Reduce the number of paths and replant 

water removed especially those near sensitive previously cleared areas with native plants. 
natural features, e.g. stream edge. 
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http://www.ontario.ca/page/crown-land-work-permits
http://www.ontario.ca/page/crown-land-work-permits
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/reviews-revues/request-review-demande-d-examen-001-eng.html
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/reviews-revues/request-review-demande-d-examen-001-eng.html
http://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90p43
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/Library/40971193.pdf
file:///G:/Shared%20drives/Environment/Stewardship/Life%20on%20the%20Bay%20Guide/Stewardship%20Guide/Updated%20Version/To%20be%20edited/www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/practice-practique-eng.html
http://www.gbbr.ca/building-in-the-biosphere-habitat-screening-tool/
http://www.georgianbayforever.org/Polystyrene/GBFReportPSFoam/
http://www.muskokawaterweb.ca/index.php
https://watersheds.ca/
http://www.westwindforest.ca/


 

 
The Georgian Bay Mnidoo Gamii Biosphere (GBB) is a 

community-based organization that builds capacity for 
regional sustainability in eastern Georgian Bay.  

 
The GBB is a non-profit registered Canadian charity 

governed by a Board of Directors. 
 
 

For more information, please visit: 

gbbr.ca 
 

 
 

info@gbbr.ca 
705-774-0978 

file:///E:/gbbr.ca

	3: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 

	3Row1: 
	Plan for access to waterRow1: 
	2Row1: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow1: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow1: 
	3Row2: 
	Plan for access to waterRow2: 
	2Row2: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow2: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow2: 
	3Row3: 
	Plan for access to waterRow3: 
	2Row3: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow3: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow3: 
	3Row4: 
	Plan for access to waterRow4: 
	2Row4: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow4: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow4: 
	3Row5: 
	Plan for access to waterRow5: 
	2Row5: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow5: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow5: 
	3Row6: 
	Plan for access to waterRow6: 
	2Row6: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow6: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow6: 
	3Row7: 
	Plan for access to waterRow7: 
	2Row7: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow7: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow7: 
	3Row8: 
	Plan for access to waterRow8: 
	2Row8: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow8: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow8: 
	3Row9: 
	Plan for access to waterRow9: 
	2Row9: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow9: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow9: 
	3Row10: 
	Plan for access to waterRow10: 
	2Row10: 
	Identify where paths can be consolidated or removed especially those near sensitive natural features eg stream edgeRow10: 
	Reduce the number of paths and replant previously cleared areas with native plantsRow10: 


