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Wastewater & Septic System: How Do You Rate? 

Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

QUANTllY OF WASTEWATER 

1. Efficient water use Conservative water use (less Moderate water use (180- High water use (271-360 Very high water use (greater • affects septic function than 180 U40 gal . per 270 U40-60 gal. per person, U61-80 gal. per person, per than 360 USO gal . per 
person, per day). per day). day). person, per day). 

2. Fixtures and Water-conserving fixtures Some water-conserving No water-conserving fixtures No water-conserving fixtures. • maintenance throughout house. fixtures throughout house. in house. 
Leaks are not fixed 

Fixtures are inspected Some fixtures are inspected Fixtures are not inspected immediately. 
regularly. regularly. regularly. 

Leaks fixed immediately. Some leaks are fixed Some leaks are fixed 
immediately. immediately. 

OUALllY OF WASTEWATER 

3. Solid waste No use of garburator. Very little use of garburator. Moderate use of garburator. Daily use of garburator. • 
4. Dissolved waste Only environmentally friendly Careful use of household Moderate use of household High use of household • household detergents and detergents and cleaners (0.5 detergents and cleaners (1 L detergents and cleaners 

cleaners used. Lor 1 pt. per week). or 1 qt. per week). (more than 1 L or 1 qt. per 
week). 

No disposal of household Minimal disposal of Moderate disposal of Frequent disposal of • solvents and cleaning agents household solvents and household solvents and household solvents and 
into plumbing system. cleaning agents into cleaning agents into cleaning agents into 

plumbing system. plumbing system. plumbing system. 
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Topic 

QUALITY OF WASTEWATER 

5. Water softener 
discharge 

6. Grease and oils 

Best 4 
Water softener does not 
discharge into septic tank. 

No disposal of household 
grease or oils into septic 
system. 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM 

7. Design and 
construction 

Has building permit or 
certificate of approval. 

System is adequately sized. 

System is installed by a 
licensed installer. 

Good 3 
Water softener discharges 
into septic tank but the 
system is properly designed 
to accommodate discharge 
water. 

Minimal disposal of 
household grease or oils into 
septic system and oil and 
grease wiped from cooking 
utensils before washing. 

*These conditions may violate provincial legislation or municipal bylaws. 
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Fair2 

Moderate disposal of 
household grease or oils into 
septic system, or no attempt 
to reduce disposal of grease 
and oil from household. 

Poor 1 
Water softener discharges 
into septic tank not designed 
to accommodate discharge 
water. 

Frequent disposal of 
household grease or oils into 
septic system. 

*No building permit or 
certificate of approval. 

System is not sized 
according to regulatory 
requirements. 

System is not installed by a 
licensed installer. 

Your 
Rating 
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Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM 

8. Knowledge of septic Complete knowledge of Some knowledge of overall Limited knowledge of overall No knowledge of overall • system overall septic system size, septic system size, location, septic system size, location, septic system size, location, 
location, and operation on the and operation on the and operation on the and operation on the 
property. property. property. property. 

LOCATION OF WASTEWATER SYSTEM 

9. Distance from Greater than 150 m (500 ft) . 61-150 m (200-500 ft) . 15-60 m (50-199 ft) . *Less than 15 m (50 ft) for: 

• wastewater treatment septic tank, leaching bed, 
system to nearest holding tank, and/or other 
surface water treatment units. 

10. Distance from Greater than 90 m (300 ft) . For leaching bed or holding For leaching bed or holding *For leaching bed or holding 
wastewater treatment tank: tank: tank: • system to a well 24-90 m (76-300 ft) 15-23 m (50-75 ft) Less than 15 m (50 ft) 

(drilled well) (drilled well) (drilled wellj 
47-90 m (151 -300ft) 30-46 m (1 00-150 ft) Less than 30 m (100 ft) 
(bored/dug well) (bored/dug well) (bored/dug well) 

For septic tank or other For septic tank or other 
treatment unit: treatment unit: 

15-23 m (50-75 ft) 
Less than 15 m (50 ft) (drilled well) 

15-46 m (50-150 ft) 
(all wells) 

(bored/dug well) 

*These conditions may violate provincial legislation or municipal bylaws. 
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Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

COLLECTION OF WASTEWATER 

11 . Source and amount All wastewater is collected for *Some wastewater does not • treatment. reach septic system 
because of leaks. 

There is no loss 
of wastewater that should be Some wastewater is 
treated. diverted away from the 

No clear water is collected 
septic system. 

and directed to the septic Clear water is getting into 
system. 

the septic system. 

No clear water enters the 
septic system by infiltration 
through joints, access ports, 
etc. 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM 

12. Subsurface Pressure or dosed distribution Gravity-fed distribution to *Drainage directly into • distribution of to leaching bed. leaching bed. septic field with no septic 
wastewater (septic or tank. 
other treatment 
systems) Piped to anywhere but a 

septic or other approved 
treatment system. 

*These conditions may violate provincial legislation or municipal bylaws. 
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Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

TREATMENT SYSTEM 

13. Septic tank Two compartment tank. Two compartment tank. Single compartment tank. Single compartment tank. • Septic tank checked by a Septic tank checked by a Septic tank checked by a Seldom pumped out - last 
qualified inspector every qualified inspector every four qualified inspector every six time more than ten years 
three to four years and to five years and pumped as to ten years and pumped as ago. 
pumped as required . required. required . 

Good maintenance - baffles Some maintenance, no leaks. No maintenance, but no No maintenance, leaks from • and tank checked, no leaks. leaks. tank. 

14. Other treatment system Regular maintenance Regular maintenance Regular maintenance No maintenance program. • program followed. program followed. program not followed. 
Frequent system failure. 

No mechanical failures. No mechanical failures. Occasional failures (once 
every two years). System overloaded. 

Loaded at rate below design Loaded at rate near design 
capacity. capacity. 

15. Holding tank - no Capacity is higher than Capacity meets design Loaded at design capacity. *Capacity does not meet • leaching bed connected design requirements. requirements. recommended guidelines. 
Tanks not checked for leaks. 

Tanks checked, no leaks. Tanks checked, no leaks. Leaks and overflow from 
Alarm system not working. tank. 

Working alarm system. Working alarm system. 

No alarm system. 

*These conditions may violate provincial legislation or municipal bylaws. 
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Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

TREATMENT SYSTEM 

16. Leaching bed location Located more than: Located at: *Located less than: • 5 m (16.5 ft) from any 5 m (16.5 ft) from any 5 m (16.5 ft) from any 
building or structure building or structure building or structure 
3 m (1 0 ft) from any 3 m (1 0 ft) from any 3 m (10 ft) from any 
property line property line property line 

17. Leaching bed surface Surface water drains away Surface water drains onto • water drainage from leaching bed area. leaching bed area. 

18. Depth to water table or More than 1.8 m (6 ft) . 0.9-1.8 m (3-6 ft). *Less than O. 9 m (3 ft). • bedrock from trench 
bottom 

19. Leaching bed loading Soil always firm. Ground is seldom wet or Ground is frequently wet or Ground is always wet or • (visual inspection) spongy. spongy. spongy. 
No odours. 

No odours. Odours noticed occasionally. Strong odours noticed 
frequently. 

*Pooling or bubbling of 
wastewater noticeable on 
surface. 

HAULED SEWAGE 

20. Disposal of pumpage Regulated, certified disposal *Disposal is not done by a • from septic tanks, other by a licensed hauler. licensed hauler. 
treatment systems, and 
holding tanks 

*These conditions may violate provincial legislation or municipal bylaws. 
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Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

OTHER SOURCES 

21 . Outhouse Outhouse is at least 9 m (27 Outhouse is located less than • ft) from a watercourse unless 9 m (27 ft) from a 
in a designated restricted watercourse. 
area or a municipal by-law 
indicates a greater distance. Outhouse is within 1 m (3 ft) 

of the groundwater table. 
Bottom of the pit is at least 1 
m (3 ft) above the high Has less than 60 cm (1 .5 ft) 
ground-water table. of solid or leaching bed till on 

all sides and bottom. 
Sides of the pit are reinforced 
to prevent collapse. 

Soil is placed around the 
base of the privy to a height 
of at least 15 cm above the 
ground level. 

The pit is surrounded on all 
sides and on its bottom by 
not less than 60 cm of solid 
or leaching bed fill. 

22. Outdoor showers Outdoor shower drains into a Outdoor shower does not • grey water pit or septic drain into a grey water pit or 
system. septic system. 

59 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

http://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/p/septics
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/environment/facts/sep_check.htm
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/environment/bmp/soil-health.htm
http://www.epa.gov/septic
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/environment/facts/sep_smart.htm
http://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/
http://www.oowa.org/
http://www.muskokawaterweb.ca/water-101/water-quality/wastewater/septic-systems
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oa8YssAvoss&t=11s
https://www.watercalculator.org/


Action Plan Worksheet #5 

Wastewater & Septic Systems 

Any ratings of 1 or 2 indicate where your property management needs to be changed to reduce the potential for environmental damage and water 
contamination. Use the information from the worksheet and the resource section to help analyze your potential problems and decide what you can do to solve or 
control them. Remember, this is YOUR action plan. It must suit you and your property. 

Topic Number Workshop Theme My Rating Short-term Action Long-term Action 
2 Quantity of 2 Inspect and repair all leaking water fixtures. Purchase and install water-conserving 

Wastewater fixtures 
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The Georgian Bay Mnidoo Gamii Biosphere (GBB) is a 

community-based organization that builds capacity for 
regional sustainability in eastern Georgian Bay.  

 
The GBB is a non-profit registered Canadian charity 

governed by a Board of Directors. 
 
 

For more information, please visit: 

gbbr.ca 
 

 
 

info@gbbr.ca 
705-774-0978 

file:///E:/gbbr.ca
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